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EDUC 603 History of Education for Social Justice   

 
Course Dates: January 27 - May 13, 2020  
 
Faculty 

Professors Joi Spencer, PhD  [Section 
01] Veronica Garza, EdD  [Section 02] 

Emails joi.spencer@sandiego.edu vgarza@sandiego.edu 
Office 
Hours TBD Thursdays 4:30pm-5pm PST, 7-

7:30pm PST or by appt. 

Zoom Link https://zoom.us/j/7178559945 
https://sandiego.zoom.us/j/6090285707 

Twitter Link @joiaspencer @verogarzateach 

Twitter 
Hashtag #EducationisHistory_2020 #EducationisHistory_2020 

 
ZOOM Meetings: Course Bi-Weekly Cohort Meeting  
Dates/Times: Thursdays in week 2 of each module from 5:00pm-7:00pm 
Module M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 M6 M7 

Date 2/06 2/20 3/05* 3/19* 4/02* 4/16 4/30 
*Full cohort will meet from 5:00- 6:00; Group presentations given from 6:00-7:00pm 

 
ZOOM Meetings: Sections 1& 2: Class Group Presentations 

Dates/Times: Thursdays in week 2 of each module from 6:00pm-7:00pm 
Module M3 M4 M5 - - - 

Date - Section 1 3/05 3/19 4/02 - - - 

Date - Section 2 3/05 3/19 4/02 - - - 
 
 

ZOOM Meetings: Cohort Final Educational Autobiography 
Presentations 

Dates/Times: All Day: To be scheduled 
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Module M7 M7 M7 - - - - 

Date 5/11 5/12 5/13 - - - - 
 
Course Description & Learning Outcomes 
 
Course Description 
This course uses the history of education as a lens to examine our commitments to social 
justice (i.e. opportunity, access, inclusion, etc.) for marginalized (colonized, minoritized, etc.) 
communities and individuals. Set against the backdrop of the major historical movements of the 
19th, 20th and 21st centuries, the course urges doctoral students to consider the role of education 
in enacting and withholding the ideals of civil and democratic societies. Students will consider 
education in its numerous dichotomies - A lever for change vs. a preserver of the status quo; a 
tool of liberation vs. a tool of oppression; a guarantor of fairness vs. an underwriter of privilege. 
Students will exit the course with a deeper understanding of the major movements of organized 
education both in the US and select international contexts, and tools for analyzing and 
interrupting the “constancy and change” of educational systems.    
 
The course draws purposefully upon critical and conscious theoretical framings including critical 
race theory and its successors - discrit, latcrit, critical feminist theory and others. Taking these 
together, the course:  

1. Elevates and centers the stories of marginalized/invisible groups in the history of 
education;   

2. Enacts a counter narrative and interprets educational history through the lens of the 
historically oppressed; 

3. Examines intersections of social and cultural identity in the context of education; and 
4. Interrogates systems of power and privilege in education. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes  
By the end of this course you will be able to: 

1. Question the historical, philosophical, ideological, legal, political and sociological 
constructions of the US education system.  

2. Critique and analyze theoretical explanations for inequality with regards to access, 
opportunities and reframe achievement outcomes.  

3. Assess societal and educational practices that determine success or failure of the school 
system as it relates to different groups in the U.S. and throughout the world.  

4. Detail, articulate and appreciate the educational experiences, challenges and triumphs 
of groups who have been historically marginalized in the US.  

5. Discuss major historical trends and practices in the formal education systems of select 
nations around the world and identify common global struggles to achieve educational 
equity. 
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Required Texts, Readings and Media 
 
The readings are an essential aspect of the course.  Students will not succeed without reading 
the course materials. Core readings represent the foundational texts for the course, while 
additional readings represent supporting documents. Both are important in helping students 
fulfill the course learning outcomes.   

In addition to readings, a documentary Film Series titled, School: The Story of American Public 
Education, produced by Stone Lantern Films in 2000 is assigned to the course. A packet of four 
1-hour DVDs presents the chronological flow of the history of education in the United States 
over the time period 1700-1954. The first three of the 4 DVDs are broken up in 30-minute 
segments for students to watch throughout the course modules 1 to 6.  The fourth DVD is made 
available for additional viewing. Students will have access to view the film by digital streaming 
through their USD sign-in to the Copley Library streaming video link. Other videos are also 
included in some modules. 

Core Texts and Readings:  

1. Anderson, J. (1988). The Education of Blacks in the South 1860-1935. University of 
North Carolina Press. ProQuest Ebook Central. 
Available full text, unlimited access at : 
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/sandiego/detail.action?docID=880026 
 
 

2. Miguel, G.S. & Valencia, R. (1998).  From The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo to 
Hopwood: The Educational Plight and Struggle of Mexican Americans in the Southwest. 
Harvard Educational Review. 68(3).  https://www-hepgjournals-
org.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/doi/pdfplus/10.17763/haer.68.3.k01tu242340242u1  
 
 
3. Ryan, W. (1971.) Blaming the Victim. Vintage Books. Available full-text at 
https://sandiego.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=
nlebk&AN=722064&site=ehost-live  

4. Wollenberg, C. (1978). All Deliberate Speed: Segregation and Inclusion in California 
Schools, 1855-1975. University of California Press. ISBN: 9780520037281;  
USD access to the original dissertation:  Link for students’ access:  

https://search-proquest-
com.sandiego.idm.oclc.org/docview/302757969?accountid=14742 

 

Additional Readings:  

Addition readings comprise an assortment of historical texts, legal documents, contemporary 
journal articles, and blogs. These readings are listed within each course module. 
 
Media:  

School, The Story of American Public Education: 
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1. DVD 1 - The Common School 1770-1890 Streaming access available: 
https://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4842051  

2. DVD 2 - As American as Public School 1900-1950 Streaming access available: 
https://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4842052  

3. DVD 3 - Equality 1950-1980 Streaming access available: 
https://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4842053  

4. DVD 4 - The Bottom Line 1980-Present Streaming access available for further 
viewing: https://sallypro.sandiego.edu/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4842054  

 

Course Assignments, Evaluation and Grading Criteria 
 
Assignments 
A variety of assignments are provided for this course to enable students to develop new skills, 
and to shine in their individual areas of strength. Some make use of students’ creativity, while 
others push students to engage with people and organizations outside of the course. Other 
assignments require a close analysis of texts. Each assignment is designed to help students’ 
gain a deep understanding of complexities associated with the struggle for educational equity. 
Students’ task is to produce high quality assignments that demonstrate thoughtful analysis, 
critique, and depth of understanding. Course assignments are completed via discussion boards, 
class presentations and papers. 
 
Assignments will be a combination of individual work and group work.  Student groups of 3 or 4 
are organized at the start of the course and students will remain in the same groups and 
complete group assignments for the duration of the course.  
 
Group Assignments Module 

 
Individual Assignment Module 

Group Online Discussion Posts- 
Themes from Module Readings 

1 - 7 
 

Paper: Reading Response 
Final Paper 

1, 2 
7 

Group Presentation - ZOOM 
International Exploration of Educational 
Equity (2 groups per module) 

4, 5 
 

Individual Online 
Discussion  
M5 - Reading Reflection 
M6 - Module Themes 
M7- AERA Participation 

5, 6, 7 

Group Presentation - ZOOM 
Organization Addressing Educational 
Equity (4 groups) 

3 
 

Individual Presentation - 
ZOOM 
Educational Autobiography 
[May 11, 12, 13] 

7 

  
Course Objectives 
Specific student activities throughout the seven course modules include: 

• Students will research and analyze the mission and activities of organizations that 
address educational equity. 
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• Students will prepare and present an analytical report of a chosen international 
educational system and interpret it through the lenses of: equity, justice, opportunity, and 
meritocracy. 

• Students will research, write and present their individual educational autobiography. 
• Students will write a culminating analytical paper on the salient themes and concepts 

presented in the course.  
 
Assignment Evaluation  
Assignments will be graded according to the following set of standards: 
 
A. The assignment demonstrates thoughtful evaluation and analysis; careful critique; and a 
depth of understanding, reflection, student development, and effort. Careful attention has been 
paid to the complexities of arguments, ideas, and stances. Assignment execution is in line with 
the standards of research and high-quality graduate work including proper APA formatting, 
neatness, and timeliness. 
 

B. The assignment demonstrates most, if not all, of the following: evaluation, analysis, 
critique, understanding, reflection, student development, and effort. Attention has been 
given to differences in arguments, ideas, and stances. Assignment execution is in line 
with standards of research and quality graduate work including proper APA formatting, 
neatness, and timeliness. 

 
C. The assignment demonstrates at least some of the following: evaluation, analysis, 

critique, understanding, reflection, student development, and effort. Some attention has 
been given to differences in arguments, ideas and, and stances, however there is space 
for a greater demonstration of these complexities. Assignment execution is in line with 
standards of research and graduate work including some but not each: proper APA 
formatting, neatness, and timeliness. 

 
Course Grading Scale 

Letter Grade 
 

Grading Scale (%) 
A 

 
95-100 

A- 
 

90-94 
B+ 

 
87-89 

B 
 

83-86 
B- 

 
80-82 

C+ 
 

76-79 
C 

 
73-75 

C- 
 

69-72 
D+ 

 
66-68 

D 
 

63-65 
D- 

 
60-62 

F  
 

0-59 
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Grading Criteria 
The following are the assignments to be used in assessing your performance. All the graded 
assignments are outlined in the Weekly Schedule of Assignments, along with detailed 
instructions and explanations. Instructor may add or take out an activity or assignments as the 
course proceeds. Refer to course announcements for any adjustments.  

Category Course Assignment(s) Weighted 
Grade 

Discussion 
Boards (10) 

 
1. Group Online Posts [M1- M7] (Assigned groups of 

3 / 4) 
• Group Takeaways from Readings & Video 
• Group Glossary of Themes 
• Individual Tweet of Reading Takeaways 

 
2. Individual Online Post [M5, M6 & M7] 

• Reading Reflections  [M5], Module Themes M6] 
• AERA Participation [M7] 

15% 

Module 
Assignments (5) 

 
1. International Exploration of Educational Equity X1 

[M4, M5] (15%) (4 Groups: Assigned groups of 3 / 
4) 

 
2. Reading Responses X2 [M1& M2] (10%) 
 
3. Organization Addressing Educational Equity X1 
[M3] (10%) (4 Groups: Assigned groups of 3/4) 
 
4. Educational Autobiography X1 [May 11, 12, 13] 
(15%) 

50% 

Final Paper (1) Final Paper [M7] 35% 
 

Weighted Totals 100% 

 
 


